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Dear Half-Mast,
 Units in our engineering 
battalion just received new 
excavators, loaders and 
scrapers. They all have small 
protective caps that fit 
over the vehicle’s grease 
fittings.
 These caps do a great 
job of keeping the fittings 
clean and unclogged during 
operations at the worksite. 
It’s easier to take the cap 
off when it’s time to lube 
than it is to replace the 
fittings because they won’t 
take grease. Can we get 
more of these caps for 
other equipment?
     
              SFC M.S.F.

Protective caps keep dirt 
out of grease fittings

You’ll also want to make sure 
the dozer’s cylinder blade is 
in the retracted and parked 
position before checking the 

hydraulic oil level. 

if the blade cylinders are 
extended, all the hydraulic 
oil isn’t in the reservoir to 
be measured. That means 
you’ll get a low reading.

if you overfill the tank
because of a low reading,

pressure builds up,
blowing seals!

 Remove the excess with an AOAP vampire pump, 
NSN 4930-01-119-4030.

Tank
too
full? 

So when you’re ready to check the
oil level, do it before startup and 
make sure the dozer is in the parked 

position with cylinders retracted.

A hot tank is 
under pressure 
and will spew 
hot hydraulic 

fluid if the cap 
is removed.

Remove the cap 
only when it’s 
cool enough 
to touch with 

your bare 
hands.

D7R II Tractor…

hydraulic oil
too high,

too low or
just right?

Construction Equipment…

caps keep grease clean!

operators, 
wear a smile 
when you’re 
following 

before 
operations 

PMCS Check 19
in WP 0012-13 of 
tm 5-2410-241-10.

Well, 
actually, the 

smile isn’t 
mandatory,
but checking 

the D7R 
dozer’s 

hydraulic oil 
level sure is!

Eyeball the 
level in the 
hydraulic 
oil tank 
using the 

sight gauge 
before 

startup.

A cold check gives 
you the most 

accurate reading. 
That’s because oil 

expands slightly as 
it heats up, showing 
a higher level on 

the gauge.

check 
the SiGht 

GlasS 
bEFore 

startup!

ARRRGH!
what was 

that!?
Simmons. He just can’t 

seem to remember not to 
open his dozer’s hydraulic

reservoir when it’s hot.

another 
reminder…

Never
remove 

the tank’s 
filler cap 
while the 
engine is 
running.

Protective caps are 
put on the equipment 
by the manufacturer, 

SERGEANT. 

THEY’RE also placed 
on older equipment 
during rebuild to 

protect them against 
paint and dirt.

Order these 
caps with NSN 
4730-00-289-

8148. Keep 
plenty of them 
on hand and use 
‘em during PMCS.
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